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Jaffa-Tel Aviv [Hassan-Bek Mosque)
2009, Acrylic paint and

Japanese ink on board, 60x60 cm.
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The Orange-grower's Family
(Jaffa, 1939) 2007

0il on canvas, 150x200 cm.
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Photographer Shimon Korbman Drinking Coffee in Jaffa Boulevard, 1924
(photographer: Shimon Korbman), from: Batia Carmiel, Korbman -

Another Tel Avivian Photographer Yad Ben-Zvi and Eretz Israel museum, 2008
(Shimon Korbman Archive - By special permission of the Administrator General of the
State of Israel as the executor of S. Korbman Estate and Eretz Israel Museum, Tel Aviv]
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The Family, 1939, photographer: Elia Kahvedjian
from: Rona Sela, Photography in Palestine in the 1930s-1940s
Herzlia Museum of Art, 2000
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Coffee in the Boulevard
2007, 0il on canvas, 150x200 cm.
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The Balcony

2008, 0il on canvas, 150x200 cm.
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Nahum Gutman, Boris Schatz, (Illustration for Two Stones that are One)
1959, ink on paper, 15.7x22.5 cm., Nahum Gutman Museum of Art collection
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Nahum Gutman, Musicians on the Balcony (Jaffa Brothel)
1920's, ink on paper, 28x22 cm., Nahum Gutman Museum of Art collection
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The visit of Boris Schatz
2009, 0il on canvas, 150x200 cm.
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Body Search

2009, 0il on canvas, 150x200 cm.
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Nahum Gutman, The Stonemason
Illustration for (Small Town with a Very Few People), 1959, ink on paper
22x28 cm., Nahum Gutman Museum of Art collection
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from: http://www.palestineremembered.com/Jaffa/Jaffa/Picturel1209.html :71nn
British occupation soldiers searching one of Jaffa's residents in Jaffa
1936, Photographer unknown
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Arab Labor (Orchard Packing House])
2009, 0il on canvas, 110x90 cm.
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Kum Bachur Atzel (Get Up, Lazy Boy)
2009, 0il on canvas, 110x90 cm.
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Jaffa-Tel Aviv (Al-Mahmudia Mosque)
2009, Acrylic paint and

Japanese ink on board, 60x60 cm.
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Eliahou Eric Bokobza

b. 1963, Paris (Tunisian Origin)
Lives and works in Tel Aviv

1984 Graduate of School of Pharmacy,
Hebrew University, Jerusalem

1999 Graduate of the Pollack-
Kalisher school of art, Tel Aviv

2004 Award from the Ministry of
Education and Culture, Israel

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2000 Plaisir Oriental

Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel aviv
2002 Tzayar-Tayar

Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel aviv
2003 Zion's-Fiction

Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel aviv
2006 Flora

Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel Aviv
2006 Bezalel - version B

The Artists House, Jerusalem
2008 The Boy Who Drew Cats

Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel aviv

Selected Group Exhibitions

2000 Collection +, The Israel
Museum, Jerusalem

2004 A Point Of View, Tel Aviv
Museum Of Art, Tel aviv

2005 The New Hebrews: A Century of
Art in Israel, Martin Gropius
Bau Museum, Berlin, Germany

2007 Boys craft, The Haifa Museum
of Art, Haifa
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The crux of the dialogue between Bokobza and Gutman is bound
up with the question of local space and its changing identities.
While in his earlier shows Bokobza dealt with the Mizrahi family
(his own personal one and its double immigration story from
Tunis to Paris and from Paris to Israel),” as well as the Ashkenazi
family,® in Jaffa he gazes for the first time at the Arab family, taking
on himself, a Mizrahi man, the role of intermediary or middleman
between the Westerner who has come from abroad and the local
Levantine. To do so, he dons the identity of a Jaffa painter, and
following the myth of Jaffa Oranges, roams the city’s spaces and
orchards - a central theme in Gutman’s early work. There, in the
heart of Jaffa’s orchards as seen through Gutman’s eyes, Bokobza
“plants” those elements originally left out of the frame or relocated
into a different space. Bokobza traces onto his canvases — using

archival photographs from those years’ - the direct, daily contact

2 As in his shows at Nelly Aman Gallery, Tel-Aviv: Plaisir Oriental (2000),
Artist-Tourist (2002) and Flora (2006).
3 As in his chess installation at Tel-Aviv Museum of Art, Summit (2004).

between Jews and Arabs, the presence of Arab orange growers, the
existence of Arab women (“Afifa”, “Aaliya”, “Malika”, “Na’ima”) who
won't portray the ideal of the sensual woman for Western men, as
well as the lost oriental dominance which used to characterize the
entire space. He wishes to re-embroider a life-reality that, because
of Orientalist fantasy on the one hand and the Jewish-Palestinian
conflict on the other, has split into different channels, each severed
from the other, some of its parts effaced altogether. All of this is
seen as aravishing vision in a “naive”, childlike style with grotesque
elements: “Bokobza’s works simultaneously present grotesqueness
and fiction alongside a grain of truth and political criticism”,
wrote Dalia Markovitch and Ktzia Alon. Referencing Gutman and
reacting to him, Bokobza proves that a new gaze and the ability of
reinterpretation can bring Nahum Gutman’s Eretz Israeli work into

the illuminated realm of contemporary discourse.

4 The image of the Search on the Boardwalk was taken from an online
Palestinian photo archive; The Orange Grower's Family (1939) was taken
from Rona Sela: Photography in Palestine in the 1930s-1940s; Coffee in
the Boulevard, by Shimon Korbman, was taken from Batia Carmiel:
Korbman - Another Tel Avivian Photographer, 1919-1936, Yad Ben-Zvi
and Eretz Israel, 2008, Plate no. 24: Simon Korbman Smoking Nargila and
Drinking Black Coffee in the Jaffa's Boulevard, 1924 (See below).

5 Dalia Markovirch and Ktzia Alon: Bezalel Version B, Artisrs house,
Jerusalem, 2000.
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On the Dialogue between Eliahou Eric Bokobza

and Nahum Gutman

Tali Tamir

As a continuation of his personal dialogue with the art of Old
Bezalel (1906-1929) and after having identified himself as a
Mizrahi-Bezaleli artist from the days of Boris Schatz (a schoolmate
of Mahbub, Seri, Ezra and others),! Eliahou Eric Bokobza now holds
an intergenerational, super-temporal dialogue — not with that art’s
anonymous soldiers but rather with one of its leaders, painter
and writer Nahum Gutman. Into this encounter, manifest under
conditions of young Bokobza’s fondness and appreciation of the
older Gutman, he again brings his Mizrahi identity, confronting his
interlocutor’s romantic Orientalism. It is here that they meet: in a
gaze over the Orient at a given point in time - the first decades of
the 20th century, the beginnings of the Zionist settlement of Eretz
Israel and the dawn of Bezalel art, more specifically the gaze at Jaffa
and at Tel-Aviv being constructed alongside it, at their respective
Arab and Jewish residents and the pendulum swing between East
and West.

1 The show Bezalel Version B at the Jerusalem Artists' House in summer 2006
comprised original works of six Mizrahi artists that attended Old Bezalel;
Bokobza also painted their portraits. The patterns used as backgrounds for
the portraits were constructed from a detail of a painting by each of the
artists. The last portrait in the show was Bokobza's own, as a Bezalel-
Mizrahi artist now linked to this "dynasty". The exhibition was accompanied
by a catalogue with an essay by Dalia Markovitch and Ktzia Alon. Besides
the paintings, Bokobza also designed a series of Bezalel-like products,
which were sold at the gallery's store. Nahum Gutman himself studied at 0ld
Bezalel under Boris Schatz' tutelage, in 1914-1918.
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The series Jaffa Girls:

2009, Acrylic paint, Japanese ink,
collage of paper doll and dresses
on cardboard, 70x50 cm.
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